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According to legend, 
King Arthur and his 
knights sat around the 
Round Table at court. 
They chowed down on 
pheasant, raised gob-
lets and maybe debated 
whose favorite jousting 
team was going to win 
the next tournament. A 
round table was the per-
fect symbol for the order 
of chivalry. And because 
there was no head to the 
table (unlike a rectangle 
table) everyone who sat 
there was considered to 
have equal status.     

Round tables have 
appeared in almost ev-
ery culture and country 
right up to modern times. 
They make conversation 
easy for everyone seat-
ed and are a pleasant 
shape to most people. 
Unfortunately, they also 
take up a lot of space. A 
cute little round bistro 
table works for a couple 
people, but if your dining 
needs mean you will be 
seating a gang, you better 
have space for that big 
round table. (And think 
about trying to reach into 
the center of a large ta-
ble for a bowl of mashed 
potatoes.)

But if you have the 

right area, enough space 
and the right table, in-
corporating this round 
piece of furniture table 
can make an exceptional 
statement. 

Laura Yeager Smith, 
principal with Laura 
Yeager Smith Home & 
Design in Hudson, con-
siders the dining area in 
what she calls her Global 
Jewel Box whole house 
renovation to be among 
her favorite projects. And 
yes, she designed a 90-
inch diameter table with 
a lazy Susan in the middle 
to help with the sharing 
of food and other items. 
The table is surrounded 
by eight fully upholstered 

chairs, spaced with com-
fort in mind.

“The dining room in 
this house was already 
existing, and it could 
accommodate a round 
table. Not many rooms 
can use a round table or 
at least not the size you 
would need to accom-
modate as many people 
as you would like,” said 
Yeager Smith. “The table 
itself is a conversation 
starter. I could see my-
self sitting at that table 
all night having conver-
sations after dinner. This 
classic table will stand 
the test of time both with 
quality and aesthetics.”

Yeager Smith said her 

client “loved bold col-
or and globally inspired 
materials.” Embracing 
that preference, the de-
signer paired the tradi-
tional wood dining table 
with modern brass light 
fixtures. In addition, 
“deep ochre natural wo-
ven wall covering was 
contrasted with fuchsia 
and persimmon-colored, 
hand-painted wall cover-
ings” to make the room a 
colorful treasure.

Planning
A space plan is needed 

for every dining project, 
whether that is a space 
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•   The ancient Greeks were among the first 
to use a room specifically for eating, but a 
dining table as we know it wasn’t exactly 
part of the décor. Wealthy Greek men 
would sit or lie on stone or wood couches 
(no more than two to a couch) while 
being served a feast. Young men had 
to sit on the floor. If women were even 
invited, they had to stand. No comment…

•   Several Eastern cultures have historically 
preferred low seating and low tables for 
dining. But higher tables and chairs have 
largely replaced these items in the home 
except in some very formal or traditional 
situations.  Even today, however, some 
Eastern dining tables are often round, 
which allows for easier dish sharing. 
Also, in some beliefs, a circle represents 
harmony and order.

•   Castles in the Middle Ages really did have 
a long dining table, often located in a 
“great hall” located in the middle of the 
building. Boar heads, anyone?

•   Americans in the late 1770s were not 
all pioneers eating off wood planks in 
the “keeping room” where food was 
prepared. With the establishment of the 
middle class, the rise of the dining room 
(with enough chairs for everyone in the 
family) came about.  

•   Victorians (here and in England) knew 
how to throw a dinner party and 
stuffed their dining rooms with buffets, 
sideboards, plants, vases, bird cages and 
whatever else they could find to show off 
their wealth. 

•   American dining rooms were separate 
rooms from the kitchen in the 1930s and 
1940s. But the 1950s and 1960s often saw 
a merging of kitchens, dining rooms and 
living rooms. In the 1970s and 1980s, we 
were eating in front of the TV, balancing 
plates on our laps or using trays.

•   More recent open floor plans declared 
the demise of separate dining rooms. 
Many interior designers, builders and 
architects called dining rooms obsolete. 
A large space made sense at least 
financially because it is generally less 
expensive to build “one big room” than to 
incorporate additional walls and doors.

But some homeowners and designers have 
gone back to separate dining rooms. We 
missed eating in a room where you didn’t 
see the food prep mess and where (at least 
on special occasions and holidays) you 
could sit down and talk to other people, 
and not just stare at the TV. The death of 
the dining room is not to be believed.

The difference now, though, is that dining 
rooms are really flex rooms. The space can 
also serve as a home office, homework 
nook, craft center or playroom for the kids. 

It’s the table in this room (or designated 
dining space) that counts and makes 
life easier for many purposes. With 
breakfast bars, kitchen islands and clever 
expandable and convertible furniture, the 
traditional “dining room” table has plenty 
of competition. But choices are many and 
unless less space is very limited, who says 
we can only have one eating surface?   

More dining room history 
than you probably ever 

wanted to know

Dinner is served

See DINNER, Page C4

RECTANGLE AND 
OVAL TABLES

•  3 to 4 feet long (36 
inches to 48 inches) 
– seats 4 people 
comfortably

•  5 feet (60 inches) –  
6 people

•  6 feet (72 inches) –  
6 people 

•  8 feet (96 inches) –  
8 people

•  10 feet (120 inches) – 
10 people 

ROUND AND  
SQUARE TABLES

•  4 feet diameter –  
4 people

•  5 feet – 6 people

•  6 feet – 6 people 

•  (8 and 10 feet are not 
a standard size for 
these shapes) 

Also, round tables with 
pedestal bases allow 
more seating than 
round tables with legs.

TABLE AND  
CHAIR HEIGHT

•  Dining room tables 
are typically 30 inches 
high. But if not, be 
sure to choose the 
height of a chair seat 
correctly.

•  Standard dining room 
chair height averages 
18 inches to 20 inches 
above the floor. 

•  Seat width averages 
15 1/2 inches in back 
and 18 inches in 
front.

•  Armrests should be 
7 inches to 9 inches 
above the seat and 
able to fit under the 
table when pushed in.  

•  Seat back height is 
typically 16 to 20 
inches.

TABLE SIZE
•  Each diner should have about two feet of table surface space to be 

comfortable. 

•  If the ends of a table will be used to seat diners, a minimum table width 
should be 3 feet for one person.

•  At least 42 - 48 inches between a wall and a table is recommended for diners 
to walk around the table. Don’t forget to take into consideration space 
clearance for any other furniture (buffets, sideboards, etc.) that may be 
located near the table and chairs.

•  Easy tip for choosing table size: measure length and width of dining room 
or dining area in an open space and add 3-feet clearance to each side. The 
result is the maximum recommended size for a table in this space. Be sure 
to add chairs around your mock-up for a complete picture    

•  Spread sheets, newspapers or tarps on the floor or use rope or to visualize 
the size of a table in a room. 

HOW MANY PEOPLE CAN A TABLE SEAT?
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Reminderville
3669 Ivy Ct, Epprecht Steven 
J to Day Kevin, $414,000  

10031 Windjammer Trl, 
Balogh Crystal to Schwing 
Kasey, $235,000 

10215 Spinnaker Run, 
Lesko Robert J to Schofield 
Cortney Marie, $150,000 

Richfield Township
3466 Muirwood Ln, Saunders 
Morton T Jr to Dempsey 
Michael W Jr, $900,000 

Richfield Village 
parcel 5000420 Broadview 
Rd, Shiner David III to Berry 
Karen, $250,000 

Sagamore Hills Township
1200 Canyon View Rd, 
Bartsch Donald G to Le Tran 
Bach, $224,000 

Silver Lake Village
2918 Circle Dr, Gless Harry C 
to Darby Michael R, $325,000 

3060 Kent Rd, Snook Sarah E 
Trustee to Mckenney Bryce 
A, $245,000 

Stow
4159 Darrow Rd, Holley 
Druzella to Equity Trust 
Company Custodian FBO 
200352394 Ira, $112,000 

3070 Kent Rd, Piurkowsky 
William J to Dzurenko 
Deborah L, $128,000 

2414 Call Rd, Hall Dynasha 
J to Byers Christopher D, 
$170,000 

2477 Graham Rd, Spears 
David C to Baldwin Lunette 
J, $206,000 

3029 Preakness Dr, Moll 
Daryl A to Robinson Taylor, 
$575,000 

4132 Klein Ave, Opendoor 
Property C LLC to Artman 
Michael, $227,300 

3905 Kent Rd, Jimmy Jones 
Homes III LLC to Angell 
Melanie, $144,900 

3064 Kent Rd, Rebrey 
Penny L to Taylor Roberta J, 
$101,500 

2673 Progress Park Dr, 
Weichman Gary to Dillinger 
Terrill L, $155,000 

2553 Valleydale Rd, 
Dickerhoof Scott to 
Opendoor Property Trust I, 
$299,800 

1910 Lillian Rd, Jordan 
Garrett L to Gibbons Bernice, 
$175,000 

Tallmadge
634 Deerwood Dr, Noonan 
Barbara E to Rudzinskas 
Christopher, $390,000 

340 N Thomas Rd, Yingling 
Stacey M to Manning Devon 
J, $220,000 

72 Brewster Dr, Pulte Homes 
of Ohio LLC to Diulus Emily, 
$388,830 

377 East Ave, Harvilic Ella M 
to Schaeffer Adam, $80,000 

407 Tammery Dr, Willis 
Arnold M Trustee to Willis 
Heather R, $195,400 

111 Southeast Ave, Farrell 
Anna Renee F to Tamang 
Pema Gylpo, $150,000 

Twinsburg
2021 Presidential Pkwy, 
Lowry Angela Dawn Taylor 
to Taylor Brian Christopher, 
$135,000  

PORTAGE COUNTY 
Atwater
1460 Stroup, Call Steven to 
Chitwood Samuel E & Denise 
Ann Pince (J&S), $190,000 

Aurora
1241 Aurora Hudson, Fetzer 
Richard L to Van Staden 
Evert F & Jennifer Chiron 
Radel (J&S), $118,000 

186 Eldridge, Mazzaro 
George J to Faris Keith & 
Lacey (J&S), $324,000 

1034 East BV, Eden Cory C 
to Burnett Daniel E & Jessa 
Lynne Styles (J&S), $250,000 

261 Tinkers Tl, Strobel Jason 
R & Sarah L Dickey (J&S) to 
Westerbeck Frederick W & 
Anita Rani (J&S), $585,000 

440 Dunwoody Dr, Taylor 
Deairra D to Spangenberg 
Peter P & Jean G (J&S), 
$185,000 

804 Holly Oak Ln, Smigelski 
Aaron T to Petersen Mary 
Rose & Lynn (J&S), $335,000 

875 Hampton Cr, Caruso 
John B to Opendoor 
Property Trust I, $228,400 

934 Lloyd, Carnahan Lisa M 
to Miller Laura, $185,000 

954 Grand View, Bamco 
Investments LLC to Horwitz 
Rita M (Trustee), $451,000 

567 Pioneer Tl, Pulte Homes 
of Ohio LLC to Pasal Robert 
G & Vivian (J&S), $640,805 

parcel 03-034-00-00-
009-007 Page, Tatonetti 
Benjamin A & Stephanie A 
(J&S) to Fontana Robert Jr, 
$134,000  

12963 Chamberlain, 
Bennett Gary D & Linda D 
to Stephens Curtis Brice & 
Emily (J&S), $158,000 

Garrettsville
parcel 40-081-00-00-006-
001 Stanley Rd, Hidden 
Brook Ranch Inc to Vanek 
Joshua A & Amber R (J&S), 
$264,400 

Kent
629 Water, Mccrimmon 
Arnette Susan @3 to 
Qasim Husam Atef 
Mohammad&Jessica G Lyons 
(J&S), $174,000 

1067 Munroe Falls, Laflin 
Gordon R & Dustin & Bradley 
R to Kosar Michael W, 
$140,000 

2289 Yellowwood Cr, Geis 
Matthew R & Malinda L 
(J&S) to Schneckenburger 
Nicholas & Katie Jankowski 
(J&S), $495,000 

3204 Old Forge, Lassiter 
Andrew L to Richardson 
Justin James, $351,000 

32 Picadilly Ct, Irving Susan 
R to Sell Parker, $174,900 

1962 Lynn, Bowe William D 
Jr & Linda M (J&S) to Heon 
Matthew E & Regina G (J&S), 
$283,500 

3554 Elmhurst, Muzic 
Celenia V to Robinson 
Herman II & Kelly Ann (J&S), 
$171,500 

4635 Jenna Cr, NVR Inc 
DBA Ryan Homes to Wright 
Stephanie (Trustee), 
$429,440 

Mogadore
2757 Martin, Musarra 
Rosario Mark (Successor 
Trustee) to Mcquillen Daniel 
& Tessa (J&S), $289,600 

North Benton
549 Bandy, Freconna John 
to Osborn Loren & Katelin 
(J&S), $300,000 

Ravenna
203 Liberty, Kukoleck 
Samantha M to Baker Sarah 
M, $135,000 

124 De Wolf, Mcmullin 
Thomas H to Al Smadi Fadi 
M, $66,000 

230 Jefferson, Audette Lynn 
M to Elton Axel V & Miranda 
B Kisha (J&S), $160,000  

2547 Tallmadge, Kaptain 
Basil & Kathryn (J&S) to West 
Anthony J & Angela N (J&S), 
$625,000 

2505 Tallmadge, Kaptain 
Basil & Kathryn (J&S) to West 
Anthony J & Angela N (J&S), 
$625,000 

5986 Knapp, Miller Brenda 
G & Dwain E (J&S) to Mcgee 
Tammy, $90,800 

reserved in an open 
floor plan for dining, a 
formal, separate din-
ing room, or a kitchen 
island, according to 
Yeager Smith. For a new 
construction, she will 
ask her clients about 
the ideal number of 
people they want to seat 
for holidays or special 
occasions in the din-
ing area, as well as how 
many people need to be 
counted for every day 
meals. Seating needs 
should also be deter-
mined for breakfast at 
the kitchen island or 
dinette.   

For a renovation 
or furnishing proj-
ect, Yeager Smith has 
a number of ideas to 
make a family comfort-
able. She may “scale the 
chairs to be a bit small-
er in order to fit more 
guests at the dining ta-
ble.” Or for a family with 
four children, she will 
recommend four count-
er stools plus seating for 
two parents on the end 
of an island. 

“This works partic-
ularly well when there 
is not a dinette table. 
More families are opt-
ing to omit having two 
dining tables,” said 
Yeager Smith, whose 
design team includes 17 
individuals.

In both new construc-
tion and a renovation, 
she suggests a consul-
tation as early as possi-
ble so plans can be co-
ordinated with a builder 
or architect. 

Choose the right table
The table is obvious-

ly the focal point of any 
dining space, whether 
it is used for just meals 

and/or crafts, home-
work or a home office.  
Yeager Smith suggests 
that “no matter how a 
family functions – be 
it more formally or ca-
sually -- a high quality 
dining room table is an 
investment and should 
last a long time.”

“Purchasing what is 
becoming known as 
‘fast furniture’ can be 
tempting because it is 
immediately available 
and often at a lower 
price point,” said Yeager 
Smith. “However, the 
quality typically is not 
there and the pieces 
aren’t designed to last 
more than a few years. 
Investing in a table that 
won’t stand the test of 
time means you will 
be purchasing a new 
one soon. We advise 

our clients to invest in 
a classic, high-quality 
table that will last gen-
erations. Not only will it 
perform for them, it also 
saves energy and waste 
in the long run.”

Yeager Smith attend-
ed the International 
Home Furnishings 
Market in North 
Carolina this fall where 
she reports seeing a lot 
of natural wood finish-
es and travertine stone 
veneers.

“While this may be a 
trend in design, they are 
still classic materials 
that have been around 
since furniture design 
began,” said Yeager 
Smith, confessing that 
although she doesn’t of-
ten use her own dining 
room for dining, she’s 
glad she has one. 

Continued from page C2

Dinner
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